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Methodology

The National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis is a national on-line
survey among 925 adults, including 523 members of the general public, and over samples of 210 mothers with
children up to five years old, 306 hourly-wage workers, and 409 adults with chronic medical conditions. The survey
was conducted between February 9-13, 2007 by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Incorporated.

Concurrent with the survey of the general public, a national on-line survey of 120 employers and 150 school
superintendents and principals was conducted from February 9-25, 2007.

In-depth interviews were also conducted with five regional food bank managers and four local food pantry and soup
kitchen managers. Participants were recruited with an eye toward regional and geographic diversity. Interviews
were conducted by telephone between February 12-20, 2007.
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Prepared for a Public Health Emergency

Considering all the different things you could do to prepare yourself and your family
for a possible public health crisis, how well prepared would you say you and your
family are for a public health emergency in your community?

How Well Prepared Are You?

Mothers People With

General With Young  Hourly Chronic School

Public Children Workers IlIness Employers  Admins.
% % % % % %
Very well prepared 3 1 4 3 3 8
Fairly well prepared 24 13 22 26 27 27
Just somewhat well 37 45 42 38 39 42
Not very well 25 31 19 27 22 21
Not prepared at all 8 7 9 5 7 2

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007 L} snicen
Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc. AP

Association
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Prepared for a Public Health Emergency

Which ONE of the following statements best describes what you and your family
have done to prepare for an emergency situation, such as a natural disaster, terrorist

attack, or public health crisis?

What Have You Done To Prepare?

Emplovers

Mothers People With
General ~ With Young  Hourly Chronic
Public Children Workers Illness
% % % %

We are fully prepared

for an emergency

situation 2 - 2 2
We've done a great

deal, but are not fully

prepared 8 9 10 12
We've done some

things, but could do

more 55 53 56 58
We've taken no special
steps 32 38 28 26

School
Admins

%

12

45

39

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007

Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc.
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Recommendations for Individual Preparedness

Following is a list of things that public health experts recommend people do to
prepare for an emergency situation. For each one, please indicate whether you have
actually done it, have considered doing it, or have not

considered doing it.

Self-Reported Preparedness:
Assembling Supplies

| MW Have done this EHave partially done, but mavhe not enough |

Stocked three-day non-
perishable food supply

Stocked three-day
medication supply
Hawe Disaster Supply kit

separate from everyday
supply of items

Stocked 3-day supply water
[one gallan swater s persons day )
Have small emergency

kit far car travel

Have savings in bank to
cover ifwork shuts down

Stared enough cash in
case hank shuts doven

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007 &) Amrican
Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc. INEEFN Association
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Recommendations for Individual Preparedness

Following is a list of things that public health experts recommend people do to

prepare for an emergency situation. For each one, please indicate whether you have

actually done it, have considered doing it, or have not
considered doing it.

Self-Reported Preparedness:
Establishing Plans

| W Have done this EHave partially done, but maybe not enough |

Communication plan to

43%
contact family in emermency m I

wyith children
Practiced schoolhwoark —
emergency plan =

FPracticed home
EmMergency plan

Set meeting place if farmily
evacuatedican't go home

Flan for maving family mare
than 0 miles from hotme

" American

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007 £ Americn
Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc. JNEAFN Association
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Recommendations for Work Place Preparedness

Following is a list of things that public health experts recommend employers do to
prepare in the event of an emergency situation. For each one, please indicate
whether it is something your organization has already done or if you have not done
it, something your organization is very likely to undertake in the next year,
somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or very unlikely to undertake in the next year?

Self-Reported Preparedness:
Establishing Plans

| m My firm has done this |

Develop specific plan for
evacuating employees

Communication plan to
contact ermployvees' families — 45%
Dievelop plan to maintain

core husiness activities if
many employees become il

Developidistribute training
manual documenting — 3%
ermergency policies
[dentify vulnerakle _2?%
employeesiaccommodate
their specific needs

Canduct trainingidrills to — 6%

practice emergency plan

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007 é:a Americn
Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc. APHA Erts
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Recommendations for Work Place Preparedness

Following is a list of things that public health experts recommend employers do to
prepare in the event of an emergency situation. For each one, please indicate
whether it is something your organization has already done or if you have not done
it, something your organization is very likely to undertake in the next year,
somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or very unlikely to undertake in the next year?

Self-Reported Preparedness:
Assembling Supplies

| m My firm has done this |

Stock up on first aidr
medical supplies

Maintain sufficient inventory!
critical supplies in event of —33%
supply chain disruption

Stock 3-day supply water
[one gallon water! perzond day )

Prepare Dizaster Supply
Kits: emergency supplies of
water, food, medicine

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007 &) Amrican
Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc. INEEFN Association
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Recommendations for School Preparedness

Following is a list of things that public health experts recommend schools or school
systems do to prepare in the event of an emergency situation. For each one, please
indicate whether it is something your school or school system has already done or if
you have not done it, something your organization is very likely to undertake in the
next year, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or very unlikely to undertake in the

next year?

Self-Reported Preparedness:
Establishing Plans

| mMy schoolischool system has done this |

evacuatl:jng studentzistaff 4%
to practice emergency plan 7%

i ractioe amarsoncy a1es
to practice emergency plan Fi5%
ot stutiente tomnes (NN - /*:
contact students' families
“manial ot emergeney poicics NN
manual of emergency policies B3%
Idertify vulnerable studentss
plan for their specific needs _ 58%
Emergency transportation
plan for studentsfstaff — 48%
Develop studernt training
manual of emergency 1 2%
policiezidistribute to student= -

Develop studert training
manual of emergency -1 0%

policiesidistribute to parent=

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007

Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc.
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Recommendations for School Preparedness

Following is a list of things that public health experts recommend school or school
systems do to prepare in the event of an emergency situation. For each one, please
indicate whether it is something your school or school system has already done or if
you have not done it, something your organization is very likely to undertake in the
next year, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or very unlikely to undertake in the
next year?

Self-Reported Preparedness:
Assembling Supplies

| ahly schoolischool sy stermn has done this |

Maintain archive or recent
shotos o studerds o (N -

emergency 1D
stock up on frct o1 (R <%
medical supplies

Frepare Disaster Supply
kits: emergency supplies I:If_ 5%
water, food, medicine
Stock 3-day supply nffu:u:u:l-ﬂ%
to feed students in case of
fuarantine atschool

Stock 3-day supply waater-1 o,

for students and staff
[one gallon watetpersondday)

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007
Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc. R
‘ merican

o L2l Public Health

A_[') Assoclation
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Barriers to Preparedness

Listed here are some things that people often identify as barriers to becoming fully
prepared for a public health crisis or a similar emergency situation. Thinking about
yourself or the situation at your organization, school or school system, please
indicate whether each of the following is a MAJOR reason you have not done more,
a MINOR reason, or not really a reason.

Potential Barrier Finding

Do not think a public health crisisis  58% of the public, 48% of employers, and 30% of

likely school administrators cite this as a minor or major
reason for not preparing
Believe they are already prepared. 27% of the public views themselves as very well

prepared of fairly well prepared, but just half (13%b)
meet the three-day standard.

Do not know what to do to prepare 44% of the public, 41% of employers, and 25% of
school administrators cite this as a minor or major

reason

Do not have the time 37% of the public, 42% of employers, and 32% of
school administrators cite this as a minor or major
reason

Do not have the money 62% of the public cite this as a minor or major reason

Source: National Opinion Survey to Determine Levels of Preparedness for a Public Health Crisis, February 2007 -
Conducted by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc. OB
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